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“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. Love your neighbour as yourself”.
Mark 12:29-31



	Reception 

	

	3-4 year old
	Reception
	ELG

	•Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences between people.
 • Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.

	• Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries.
 • Explore the natural world around them.
 • Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside.
 • Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.
 • Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them.
Draw information from a simple map
	•Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.
 • Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps.

	Autumn Term 

	
Diwali 
Bonfire Night 
Christmas 
History of Space
History of Sukkot 



	Spring Term 

	
Hindu Spring festival 
Chinese New Year 
Big garden bird watch 
Shrove Tuesday/Ash Wednesday
National Polar Bear Day 
Easter

	Summer

	Ramadan 
Eid-al-Fitr Emily Pankhurst Day 
Shavout
Kings Coronation
Vesakha Puja/ Buddha Day
Earth Day 
Emily Pankhurst Day 
Shavout
Eid-al-Adha 



	At St John’s we work hard, aim high and are good friends to each other. Our Christian School is a happy place where learning together is fun!
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	Year 1

	Autumn - London in the United Kingdom (shared with History, EY transition unit)


	Lesson number
	Lesson question
	Pupils will learn

	1
	What is the United Kingdom?

	· To situate the United Kingdom on a map of the world & of Europe
· To identify the countries of the United Kingdom
· To articulate that the United Kingdom is made up of islands and identify the surrounding seas.



	2
	What can you find in the United Kingdom?

	· To explore the physical features of the United Kingdom
· To identify and name a range of physical features.
· To describe features of different parts of the UK


	3
	What is the history of London?

	· Who the Romans were (sailed across to Britain 2000 years ago, built a city called Londinium, built a wall around it to protect them, built markets, roads, canals and government buildings)
· Who the Anglo-Saxons were (7 Kingdoms, Viking invasions, King Alfred recaptured London, he created laws, armies and began trading things for money)
· Who the Normans were (built castles like Windsor Castle and the Tower of London)
· Explain the circumstances of the Second World War
· Review photos and eyewitness accounts


	4
	How do people move around in London?

	· History of River Thames (Romans built Londinium next to the river to allow transportation of goods)

· Identify different types of transport (tube, buses, city cycles, taxi)
 

	5
	What are the landmarks in London?

	· Identifying London landmarks
· Facts about key landmarks
· Where the Queen lives


	Substantive knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge

	Locational knowledge, physical and human features, land use, water and rivers, land use and settlement.
	Map skills, similarities and differences

	Spring  - Continents

	Lesson number
	Lesson question
	Pupils will learn

	1
	What is a continent?

	· Locating each continent on a map
· Identifying a continent by its shape
· Definition of a continent
· Definition of a continent


	2
	What is Europe like?

	· Definition of a continent
· Zooming into Europe & exploring physical features
· Second smallest continent
· The United Kingdom is in the continent of Europe.

	3
	What is Australia like?

	· Definition of a continent
· Zooming into Australia and exploring flora and fauna
· Sometimes called Australasia or Oceania.
· Identifying key physical features


	4
	What is Africa like?

	· Definition of a continent
· Identifying Africa on a map and picking out some of the physical features in different parts of the country
· The oldest human fossils and skeletons have been found in Africa.


	5
	What is Asia like?

	· Definition of a continent
· The largest continent.
· It contains the most people (largest population).
· Includes several mega-cities (e.g., Tokyo in Japan, Beijing in China, Delhi in India).
· Key human features in Asian cities


	6
	What is North America like?

	· Definition of a continent
· Third largest continent
· Contains the United States of America, but also Canada, Greenland, Mexico, Greenland and eighteen other countries.
· Describe the different weather conditions in North America


	Substantive knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge

	Diverse societies, physical and human features, locational knowledge, interconnection, land and settlements
	Research and enquiry, similarities and differences, map skills



	At St John’s we work hard, aim high and are good friends to each other. Our Christian School is a happy place where learning together is fun!
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	Year 2

	Autumn - Villages, Towns and Cities

	Lesson number
	Lesson question
	Pupils will learn

	
1
	Where are the world’s people?
What is a settlement?


	· How many people live on the planet.

· Where people are distributed globally

· Which continents have the biggest populations?

· People live in settlements.

· What the differences are between villages, towns and cities

· Increasing numbers of people live in cities

	
2
	What affects where people live?
How are settlements shaped?

	· What makes a good location for a settlement?
· What makes a bad location for a settlement?
· What the ideal location for a settlement might be
· How early settlements were different to settlements today.

· How settlements vary in shape

· How settlements have patterns


	
3
	What makes up a city?

	· What land uses are found in a city.

· What the purpose of these different land uses are.

	
4
	How are cities and villages different to live in?

	· Where do people live across the globe?
· How life is different for people living in cities and villages


	
5
	What human and physical features can I find in my settlement?

	· Review the physical and human features in a settlement.

· Identify features of the settlement where the pupil lives.


	
6
	Can I sketch a map of my settlement?

Can I use symbols and a key in my map?
	· Practice sketching a map of a street.

· Sketch a small part of the settlement where they live.

· Articulate how maps use symbols in a key.

· Draft a more detailed map of my settlement that uses symbols and a key.


	Substantive knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge

	Diverse societies, economics, physical and human features, locational knowledge, local area, land use and settlements
	Similarities and differences, map skills, fieldwork

	Spring - Oceans and Seas

	Lesson number
	Lesson question
	Pupils will learn

	
1
	What is an ocean?
Where are the world’s oceans?
How deep is the ocean?

	· Definition of an ocean (An ocean is a huge body of salt water)
· Identifying the five oceans on a map
· Ordering the oceans in size
· Location of each ocean by identifying the surrounding continents
· Difference between an ocean and a sea
· Five layers of the ocean (sunlight, twilight, midnight, abyss, trench)


	
2

	Why are oceans important?

	· Ocean covers 70% of our earth.
· Importance of the ocean- habitat to animals; oxygen; food; medicine; weather pattern; transportation

	
3
	What lives in the ocean?
	· What a habitat is- pupils will learn about four habitats (coral reef, oyster reef, kelp forest, open ocean)
· What a mammal is, examples of marine mammals
· What a mollusc is, examples of molluscs
· What a crustacean is, example of crustaceans
· What fish are, what gills are, examples of fish?


	
4
	How is the ocean different at the north pole and the equator?

	· Identify the differences in temperature at these two places.
· Observe the differences in the appearance of the sea (ice)
· Explore the different types of life in the sea in


	
5
	Why are oceans under threat?

	· Identify ocean is under threat from human activity.
· Explore different habitats that are at risk - coral.
· What is the impact of activity on ocean life?


	
6
	How are people protecting the ocean?

How can we protect our oceans?

	· Exploring the role of NGOs in protecting the oceans
· Case study of sea turtles and how people are protecting them in Indonesia.
· Plastic in the ocean
· How plastic got into the ocean
· How to reduce plastic waste and what actions pupils can take.


	Substantive knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge

	Locational knowledge, physical and human features, economics
	Research and enquiry, cause and consequence

	Summer – Understanding Kenya
	

	Lesson number
	Lesson question
	Pupils will learn

	
1
	Where is Kenya?



	· Locate Africa on a world map.
· Locate Kenya on a map of Africa.
· Identify and describe the major physical features of Kenya.
· Identify and describe the human features of Kenya including major cities.
· Recognise the physical and human diversity within Kenya.

	
2
	What is lifelike in Kenya?
	· Compare similarities and differences between the lives of some people in the countryside and towns.
· Compare lives in Kenya to our own.

	
3
	What is a national park?


	· Identify the national park in Kenya and why people visit.

	
4
	Which animals live in Kenya?


	· Explore the animals of Kenya and compare those with the animals of UK.
· Identify weather patterns and land type in Kenya

	
5
	What is the Maasai culture like?

	· Explain how what life is like for the Maasai people.
· Contrast the life experiences of the Maasai to our own experiences.

	
6
	How is Kenya different to the UK?
	· Explain some of the key similarities and differences between Kenya and the UK

· Identify some of the key human and physical features in Kenya.

	Substantive knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge

	Diverse societies, economics, locational knowledge, physical and human features, land use and settlements
	Similarities and differences



	At St John’s we work hard, aim high and are good friends to each other. Our Christian School is a happy place where learning together is fun!
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	Year 3

	Autumn – Building locational knowledge – The United Kingdom and Europe

	Lesson number
	Lesson question

	Pupils will learn

	
1
	
What is the geography of Scotland?

	· Locate Scotland on a map of the United Kingdom and identify cities and regions.
· Identify important physical characteristics of the country.
· Describe land use in Scotland

	
2
	
What is the geography of Wales?

	· Locate Wales on a map of the United Kingdom and identify cities and regions.
· Identify important physical characteristics of the country.
· Explore how land use and physical features are different to Scotland.

	
3
	
What is the geography of Northern Ireland?

	· Locate Northern Ireland on a map of the United Kingdom and identify cities and regions.
· Identify important physical characteristics of the country.
· Explore how land use and physical features are different to Wales.

	
4
	
What is the geography of England?
	· Locate England on a map of the United Kingdom and identify cities and regions.
· Identify important physical characteristics of the country.
· Explore how land use and physical features are different to Northern Ireland.

	
5
	
What are the countries of Europe??
	· Identify Europe on a world map.
· Identify the location of the United Kingdom
· Explore other countries in Europe

	
6
	
What are the physical features of Europe?

	· Identify the environmental regions of Europe.
· Explore the physical features of two contrasting European regions

	
7
	
What are some of Europe’s most important human characteristics?

	· Identify Europe's major cities.
· Explore where people in Europe live.
· Identify where Europe's natural resources are located

	Substantive knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge

	Physical and human features, locational knowledge, UK and regions, natural resources, diversity.
	Map skills, similarities and differences, cause and consequence

	Spring – Mountains, Volcanoes and Earthquakes

	Lesson number
	Lesson question

	Pupils will learn

	
1
	
What is the earth made of?
	· Examine the structure of the earth and what the earth is made of
· Explore where volcanoes and earthquakes occur and why

	
2
	
What are fold mountains?
	· Articulate what mountain ranges are.
· Explain what fold mountains are.
· Describe how fold mountains form

	
3
	
How are volcanoes made?
	· Understand what volcanoes are.
· Examine how volcanoes vary.
· Explain what stratovolcanoes are

	
4
	
What happens when a volcano erupts?
	· Investigate a volcanic eruption case study: Fuego Volcano, Guatemala 2018: effects and responses.
· Explore why some people choose to live near a volcano

	
5
	
How does an earthquake occur?
	· Grasp how tectonic plates move.
· Explain what an earthquake is.
· Investigate how an earthquake occurs

	
6
	
What happens when an earthquake erupts?
	· Investigate an earthquake case study: Tohoku, Japan 2011: effects and responses.
· Explore what a tsunami is

	
7
	
How can we protect against earthquakes?
	· Examine the measures that cities across the world have taken to protect people and buildings from earthquakes.

	Substantive knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge

	Physical and human features, economics, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, natural resources, physical processes, land use.
	Similarities and differences, cause and consequence
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	Year 4

	Autumn – Building locational knowledge: North America, Hemispheres and tropics

	Lesson number
	Lesson question
	Pupils will learn

	
1
	
What are North America’s countries physical features?

	· Identify North America on a world map.
· Identify the different countries of North America
· Identify the environmental regions of North America
· Explore the physical features of two contrasting North American regions.



	
2
	
What is North America’s most important human characteristics?

	· Identify North America's major cities.
· Explore economic activity on the continent.
· Identify where North America's natural resources are located.


	
3
	
What is the climate like in parts of North America?

	· Explore the climate in two regions of North America
· Identify the physical and human impact of their climate.


	
4
	
What are the hemispheres?

	· Locate the Northern and Southern hemispheres on a globe & explore countries in each one.
· Describe the significance and importance of the equator & explore countries that the equator goes through.
· Identify the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and review the latitude of different countries, including the UK.



	
5
	
What time is it in different countries?

	· Review because the time is different in different countries.
· Explain the significance of the Greenwich Meridian and the dateline.
· Review time zones around the world and the implications of this for human activity


	
6
	
What is the geography of the arctic and Antarctic?

	· Explore the differences and similarities between the Arctic and Antarctic
· Review the natural resources and human activity on each one.


	Substantive knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge

	Locational knowledge, cultures, diverse societies, physical and human features, earth geometry
	Map skills, similarities and differences, cause and consequence

	Spring – Migration

	Lesson number
	Lesson question
	Pupils will learn

	
1
	
What is migration?

	· Explain what migration is.
· Set out where migrants go to and from
· Describe how migration affects us

	
2
	
How do migrants vary?

	· Articulate the different types of migration.
· Explore the reasons why people migrate.
· Describe what push and pull factors are

	
3
	
How does migration affect people and places?

	· Explore the positive impacts of migration for the source and host countries.
· Explore the negative impacts of migration for the source and host countries.
· Examine how the UK has been affected by migration.

	
4
	
What is economic migration?

	· Articulate economic reasons for migration.
· Explore how migration from Europe to the UK has mainly been for economic reasons.
· Examine the impact of this type of migration

	
5
	
What is a refugee?

	· Understand what a refugee is.
· Explore why some people are refugees.
· Investigate why many people have left their home in Syria

	
6
	
How will climate change affect migration?

	· Explain what climate change is and how the climate is changing.
· Examine how climate change is creating climate refugees

	
7
	
Additional lesson if time.
“All migrants are forced to leave their home”. To what extent do you agree?
	· Draft an extended essay reviewing the unit and answering the question.


	Substantive knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge

	Diverse societies, economics, cultures
	Cause and consequence

	Summer – Rivers
	

	Lesson number
	Lesson question
	Pupils will learn

	
1
	
Where are the world’s rivers?

	· What the four types of erosion are
· What the four types of transportation are
· What deposition is


	
2
	
How do rivers shape the land?

	· What the four types of erosion are
· What the four types of transportation are
· What deposition is

	
3
	
What landforms do rivers create? (1)

	· What a landform is
· What V-shaped valleys and interlocking spurs are
· How V-shaped valleys and interlocking spurs form


	
4
	
What landforms do rivers create? (2)

	· What a meander is
· How a meander form
· How an oxbow lake forms

	
5
	
Why are rivers important to people?

	· Why people like living near rivers.
· Why the Volga River is important for people.
· Why the Amazon River is important for people.


	
6
	
What happens when a river floods?

	· What a flood is
· Why rivers flood
· How a flood can bring positive and negative impact


	Substantive knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge

	Physical and human features, locational knowledge, economics, physical processes, water and rivers
	Research and enquiry, cause and consequence, fieldwork



	At St John’s we work hard, aim high and are good friends to each other. Our Christian School is a happy place where learning together is fun!
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	Year 5

	Autumn – Population

	Lesson number
	Lesson question
	Pupils will learn

	1
	Where are all the people?
	· Understand how many people live on the planet.
· Explore where people are distributed globally.
· Examine how the global population has changed in size and distribution

	2
	Why does population change?
	· Review because populations grow.
· Identify reasons why death rates and birth rates change.
· Reflect on how the UK's population has changed

	3
	What is a population pyramid?
	· Explain what a population pyramid is.
· Examine why population pyramids are useful.
· Create a population pyramid

	4
	What challenges can a growing population present?
	· Describe how increased population density creates challenges.
· Examine why slums develop around rapidly growing cities.
· Reflect on how pollution can become a serious challenge

	5
	What challenge do people face living in slums?
	· Explore what challenges slum communities face.
· Examine why life can be difficult in Rocinha, Kibera and Dharavi

	6
	How can we make sure there is enough food for everyone on earth?
	· Articulate the global inequality in access to food.
· Review the challenges of food production.
· Review the challenges of food distribution.
· Explore possible solutions to the problem.


	Substantive knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge

	Economics, cultures, diverse societies
	Similarity and difference, cause and consequence

	Spring – Natural resources

	Lesson number
	Lesson question
	Pupils will learn

	
1
	
What are the world’s natural resources?

	· Explain what natural resources are.
· Review what the world's most important natural resources are.
· Examine which countries have the most natural resources.
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2
	
How has the use of natural resources changed?

	
· Set out how the world's population has changed over time.
· Explore how the use of natural resources has increased.
· Examine why the use of natural resources has increased.



	
3
	
What resources does Chile have?

	· Review where Chile is located.
· Investigate which natural resources Chile has.
· Explore why Chile mines copper.



	
4
	
What resources does the UK have?

	· Review which natural resources the UK has
· Understand how coal, oil and gas form.
· Explain how to access fossil fuels.



	
5
	
How does resource exploitation cause problems?

	· Examine how using fossil fuels causes problems for the environment.
· Explore why mining is very dangerous.
· Review examples of dangerous mines.


	
6
	
What is the circular economy? 

	· Describe how humans throw away a lot of materials.
· Explain the difference between a linear economy and a circular economy.
· Examine how the circular economy will benefit people and the place.


	Substantive knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge

	Physical and human features, economic activity, place knowledge, natural resources, sustainability.
	Similarities and differences, cause and consequence, research and enquiry

	Summer - Biomes
	

	Lesson number
	Lesson question
	Pupils will learn

	
1
	What are the Earth’s biomes?


	· Explore the world's many different biomes.
· Understand that biomes are large ecosystems.
· Explore how biomes have distinct climatic conditions, flora and fauna.


	
2
	Where are the Earth’s biomes?

	· Review the location of different biomes.
· Examine which biomes occur at different latitudes.
· Explore which continents are most diverse in terms of biomes.
· Examine countries with particularly diverse biomes in them.


	
3
	What affects and ecosystem? 

	· Examine the different factors that affect an ecosystem, including rainfall, temperature and sunlight.
· Explore how human activity affects an ecosystem.


	
4
	What is the tundra?

	· Identify the characteristics of the tundra.
· Review where the tundra is found.
· Explore the flora and fauna that inhabit this biome.


	
5
	What is the taiga?

	· Identify the characteristics of the taiga.
· Examine where the taiga is found.
· Explore the flora and fauna that inhabit this biome.


	
6
	What are grasslands?

	· Identify the characteristics of the savannah.
· Examine where the savanna is found.
· Explore the flora and fauna that inhabit this biome.


	
7
	How are biomes being damaged?
How are biomes being protected and preserved?

	· Explore how biomes are threatened by climate change.
· Examine how biomes are threatened by human activity.
· Predict what the future might hold for Earth's biomes.
· Explore different ways that biomes are being protected and preserved.
· Review the local, national and international solutions that are most successful.
· Examine how more sophisticated understanding of land use is promoting conservation.


	Substantive knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge

	Economics, physical and human features, locational knowledge
	Research and enquiry, similarities and differences



	At St John’s we work hard, aim high and are good friends to each other. Our Christian School is a happy place where learning together is fun!
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	Year 6

	Autumn -  Globalisation

	Lesson number
	Lesson question
	Pupils will learn

	1
	What is globalisation?



	· Articulate what globalisation is.
· Examine when globalisation began.
· Explore why the development of transport has been important for globalisation.


	2
	How has globalisation changed the way we communicate?

	· Reflect on how communication has changed.
· Note that internet usage is not globally equal.
· Summarise the advantages and disadvantages of changing communication.


	3
	How does globalisation affect trade?

	· Understand what trade is.
· Explore how trade has changed.
· Examine how trade can bring advantages and disadvantages to different people.


	4
	What does globalisation have to do with fashion?
Where were your clothes made?


	· Examine what 'fast fashion' is.
· Investigate how the clothing industry has changed.
· Review the positive and negative impacts of the Go through their clothes and create a list of where their clothes where made.
· Create a map setting out where clothes were made and how far they have travelled.
· Reflect on the impact of clothes travelling so far for the environment and people making them.
· globalised clothing industry


	5
	What does globalisation have to do with food?
Where does our food come from?

	· Explore which are the most powerful global food companies.
· Define a TNC
· Examine the positive and negative impacts of the globalised food industry.
· Go through the fridge and cupboard and create a list of where the food was produced (country) and by whom (country)
· Calculate the distance food has travelled and research whether that food is grown / produced in the UK.


	6
	Where will globalisation lead us?

	· Examine the trends in inequality between countries.
· Explore the ways in which globalisation has made the world better and worse.
· Predict how these are likely to continue in the coming years.


	Substantive knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge

	Economic activity, diverse societies, place knowledge, human processes
	Cause and consequence, similarities and differences

	Spring - Energy and sustainability

	Lesson number
	Lesson question
	Pupils will learn

	
1
	What is sustainability?


	· Explore what sustainability is.
· Review examples of sustainable and unsustainable practice
· Examine how Tesla's new technology is promoting sustainability.


	
2
	How do we produce energy?


	
· How power was historically generated and the rise in the use of electricity throughout the industrial revolution that led to huge advancements in humans' capacity to power our world.
· Non-renewable and renewable energy and consider the pros and cons of fossil fuels.
· Interpreting data about energy production in different countries.
· Using this data to plot information on a bar graph.
· How renewable energy is produced.


	
3
	What is special about Curitiba?


	· Understand why Curitiba introduced new city plans.
· Investigate how Curitiba has become more sustainable.
· Analyse what is unusual about Curitiba


	
4
	How did Freiburg become more sustainable?


	· 
Understand where Freiburg is.
· Articulate how Freiburg is sustainable.
· Review what is special about Freiburg


	
5
	How will we produce and use energy differently in the future?


	· Energy security and the need to shift to renewable, sustainable forms of energy.
· Energy security strategies and innovative approaches to energy production.


	
6
	How sustainable is my community?


	· Explore how well UK communities measure up to the example of Curitiba and Freiburg
· Review the access to public transport, access to green space and commitment to recycling of a UK community.


	
7
	Fieldwork: How sustainable is my community?
	· Examine pupils' own community in terms of access to public transport: time to walk to the nearest public transport and time to access schools / shops & other amenities; green space & recycling.


	Substantive knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge

	Physical and human features, economics, sustainability
	Cause and consequence, research and enquiry



	At St John’s we work hard, aim high and are good friends to each other. Our Christian School is a happy place where learning together is fun!
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